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Serbian detachment. Serbia then mobilized part of her
army. The Serbian Press demanded a punitive expedition
and the occupation of a considerable part of Albania. It
was pointed out that the Scutari and Adrianople incidents
had demonstrated the impotency of the Great Powers, who
were likely to bow before a jait accompli rather than at-
tempt to expel those who were beati possidentes. Some of
the Powers individually warned Serbia to respect the de-
cisions of the London Conference, but the Conference as a
whole could not bring itself to a collective warning, which
alone would be effective. Sir Edward Grey's patience
threatened to become exhausted. From the point of view
of English interests he was indifferent as to whether this
or that Balkan village was Turkish, Greek, Serbian, Bul-
garian, or Albanian. He conceived of his role as that of an
honest. broker \yhose Balkan efforts should be directed
towflj?d serving the one British interest of preserving the
peace of Europe. But he was becoming so wearied with the
^ daily /complaints and counter-complaints that
^Viie wanted to hear the name 'Albania' as seldom
as possible, and one would not be surprised if, yielding to
his feeling of irritation, he laid the Albanian flute down
on the table and recalled Admiral Burney and the English
contingent." m
Under these circumstances, and in view of the fact that
Serbian troops persisted in remaining in occupation of
Albanian territory, Berchtold and the Austrian Chief of
Staff, Baron Conrad, again considered what more drastic
measures they ought to take.
Conrad again urged that now at last Austria should
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